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Main Idea for Retrievals

- New method for dealing with potentially ANY panel data set

- Vector-orientation, modularization, standardization

- All done within the comfortable Stata environment.

Supported Data Sets

- SOEP, HILDA, IAB-BP, CPS-CEPR, CPS-NBER

- Others to come…



Key Concepts for PanelWhiz

- Variable: single column of a DTA data file, i.e. awscg

- Item: vector of variables, i.e. wscg: awscg, bwscg, cwscg

- Plugin: a Stata ADO to data clean an item, i.e. oz_wscg.ado

- Project: a file containing several items, i.e. wages.hilda

- Local Library: a collection of projects in a directory, i.e. *.hilda

- Web Library: a collection of projects (web), i.e. *.hilda

- Retrieval: a Stata DTA long file, i.e. wages-long.dta



Starting Up



automatic checking for
updates via internet

simple installation of new
features



here, new updates have
been found

simply click and updates
are installed



choose your dataset



Start Page for the HILDA



- choose a wave
- or a keyword



wave browse page



choose a 
category



all items in this category
(in the selected wave)



Information about var:
• summary statistics



Information about item:
• notes



add item to project
by clicking on it



go back to Project Page
or select other items



project contains selected items



alternate project view



select prefs



select prefs



general prefs merge spouse info
automatically

merge mother info
automaticallymerge father info

automatically



get data…
or customize
further…



first get plugins



plugins now added
to data project



view any plugin:
what does it do? 



this is what the
plugin does -
it creates a new
variable and
deflates based
on the current
year deflator



Getting Data



get data !



plugin has been
run to clean data



open output data
file



look at all 
variables in 
output data file…

… or just look at all 
variables from a 
specific category

contents of output
data file sorted by
category



variables listed in 
natural order and 
grouped by
category –
summary stats

Can click on a 
category header
to get only
variables from a 
specific category



Export output data set
to SAS®, SPSS®, 
LIMDEP®, Gauss®, 
Excel®



Other Search Methods



keyword search
for all waves



keyword index
for letter „h“

click on word
„health“ to jump



health items
(all waves)



add item to basket
by clicking on it



go back 
to the top



go back 
to the
Project Page



new item added,
sorted by category



Adding to Project



append another
entire project
to your
current project



use other projects:
join the PanelWhiz
Community!

click on a project
to append to yours



project now contains
additional items



save your changed
project



What must users of PanelWhiz do?

- in Europe, donate directly to UNICEF €20 per dataset/year
- must cite using PanelWhiz in any papers, presentations etc
- must cite using any PanelWhiz Plugins from other persons

Must one use PanelWhiz to use panel data?

- No! But PanelWhiz is efficient! Excellent for workgroups!
- PanelWhiz offers a common interface for potentially ANY data set

For more information 
- Web: http://www.panelwhiz.eu
- Wiki: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PanelWhiz
- Email: john@panelwhiz.eu


